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Established in 1982, the Louisiana Primary Care Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation whose purpose is to promote accessible, affordable, quality primary health 
are for the uninsured and medically underserved populations in Louisiana. It is a 
membership organization of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers and 
supporters committed to the goal of  achieving health care access for all and 
elimination of health disparities. Whether establishing various support systems or 
maintaining and strengthening those already in place, LPCA continually espouses the 
importance of primary health care as the foundation to building and sustaining 
healthier communities. LPCA directs its efforts to assure that community health   
centers remain viable providers of primary health care throughout the state and 
resolute partners in comprehensive health care delivery systems. 
 

The Primary Network is a monthly publication that provides information on a 
variety of topics of interest to community health centers and related organizations.  
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Grassroots Advocacy on the Home Front  

By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 

 

 

 

           

     The Board of Directors of the 

Louisiana Primary Care 

Association elected its new 

Advocacy Branch Chair, Patrick 

Murphy in the latter end of 2010. 

Advocacy is at the forefront of 

LPCAôs priorities as the State is 

making its transition to coordinated 

care networks while grappling with 

a budget deficit of $1.5 billion 

dollars. Moreover, the federal 

government has been teetering 

around the edge of a full 

government shutdown which will 

stop funding for all health centers, 

government programs and primary 

care associations while Republicans 

and Democrats come to a 

compromise on the Continuing 

Resolution for FY2011. In addition 

to debating the FY2011 continuing 

resolution, a divided Congress must 

come to a compromise on a 

FY2012 budget, which also stands 

as a bone of contention considering 

the White House is 

requesting a raise in the 

debt limit, while 

making some strides to 

reduce the deficit while  

Republicans are 

seeking more 

aggressive methods to 

reduce the budget.  

 

      Pat Murphy, 

LPCAôs newly elected 

Consumer Branch 

Chair and Donald 

Hunter, Membership 

Services Coordinator of 

the Louisiana Primary Care 

Association and J.W. Scarborough , 

LPCA Ambassador traveled to 

various regions in the state to host 

community meetings to discuss 

state and national level health care 

policy and to get community and 

consumer feed back on proposed 

cuts.  

 

      Mr. 

Hunter, Mr. 

Scarborough, 

and Mr. 

Murphy met 

with 

consumers and 

board 

members at 

host sites 

including 

David Raines 

Community 

Health Center, 

Shreveport, 

LA, 

Morehouse 

Community Medical Centers, 

Bastrop, LA., Abbeville 

Community Health 

Center, Abbeville, LA, 

Breazeale Sachse and 

Wilson, New Orleans, 

LA and at the Louisiana 

Primary Care 

Association, Baton 

Rouge, LA.  

 

   The some of the state 

policies discussed 

include the 

reimbursement of 

licensed professional 

counselors at FQHCs; 

Medicaid reimbursement for 

telemedicine, and bringing out of 

state dental students in to do 

rotations in Louisiana.  

 

     Some of the national policies 

discussed include an update on the 

Continuing Resolution for 

FY2011, Prompt Pay 

Reimbursement for FQHCs 

through the Medicaid Program, 

Medicaid HIT Incentive Payments 

technical fix, and HRSA Loan 

Guarantee Program improvements.  

 

     Participants were encouraged to 

advocate on the national level 

through action alerts sent through 

the National Association of 

Community Health Centers, to 

host congressional meetings and to 

invite their congressmen to tour 

their health center while educating 

them about the health center and 

the policy request. On the state 

level, participants were asked to 

meet with their Legislators and to 

ask their support for the portions 

of LPCAôs state agenda that have 

bills and to invite their legislators 

to visit their health centers.  

Excelth Inc. Board Members and Staff  

Patrick Murphy, 

LPCA Advocacy 

Branch Chair  
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Health Centers Go on Capitol Hill to Prevent Program Cuts and Closures  

By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 

 

 

 

           

    On Thursday, March 24, 2011, 

a delegation of 70 persons 

representing the Louisiana Primary 

Care Association and federally 

qualified health centers (FQHCs) 

went to Capitol Hill to prevent cuts 

in future pieces of legislation that 

previously appeared in H.R. 1. H.R. 

1 is an appropriations bill that 

passed out of the House of 

Representatives weeks ago but 

failed in the Senate proposing cuts 

amounting to $61 billion dollars 

with community health centers 

slated to be cut by $1.3 billion 

dollars. It was the intent of House 

Republicans to fund community 

health centers at FY2010 levels and 

to stop the growth of the program 

that would have come through the 

Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act for FY2011. Moreover, 

the proposed cuts recommended by 

House Republicans would have 

resulted in the closure of 127 health 

centers nationwide and 7 in 

Louisiana originally funded under 

the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009. 

ARRA funded programs were 

funded for only two years. The 

seven health centers slated to be 

closed by cuts proposed in H.R. 1 

are to be made permanent by 

funding appropriated through the 

Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act providing that health 

center discretionary funding is not 

cut for FY2011.  

 

    Advocates from all over 

Louisiana and the Louisiana 

Primary Care Association traveled 

to Washington 

D.C. and met 

with the 

staffers of the 

Louisiana 

delegation to 

talk about the 

impact of 

proposed cuts 

on 

communities 

and the FQHC 

network and 

the cost 

effectiveness 

of the health 

center program.  

 

    While advocates understand the 

need to reduce U.S. debt towering 

over $14 trillion dollars, we believe 

cutting health center funding is not 

the way to do it, but the contrary, 

which is to continue to invest in 

health centers. Health centers have 

a proven track record of reducing 

cost and saving lives. A recent 

study conducted by George 

Washington University showed 

that health centers save the U.S. 

$24 Billion in health care cost 

annually. Thus, for the $2.19 

billion dollar investment made by 

the federal government, $24 billion 

is saved. Much of the savings 

comes from reduced emergency 

room visits, managed health care, 

and less inappropriate hospital 

usage. Under the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act, the health 

center program is slated to grow by 

$9.5 billion dollars between the 

years 2011-2015. Studies show that 

health centers with the projected 

growth will save an additional 

$122 Billion in health care cost 

and $55 Billion in additional 

Medicaid savings.  

 

     Louisiana is in dire straits 

relevant to the need to improve 

health outcomes being ranked 49th 

in the nation by Americaôs Health 

Rankings. Commonwealth fund 

ranks LA 51 in avoidable hospital 

use. Approximately twenty-four 

LA parishes have no FQHC 

presence. The growth of the health 

center program is not only 

paramount for the nation to 

provide better health outcomes and 

lower cost, but even more so for 

Louisiana. The Louisiana Primary 

Care Association communicated 

this message and will continue to 

follow-up with the Louisiana 

delegation with the hope that they 

will do the best thing for LA and 

the nation, and that is invest in 

health centers to save lives and 

lower cost.   
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Health Centers Go on Capitol Hill to Prevent Program Cuts and Closures  

Photo Gallery 

By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 
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