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Established in 1982, the Louisiana Primary Care Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation whose purpose is to promote accessible, affordable, quality primary health 
are for the uninsured and medically underserved populations in Louisiana. It is a 
membership organization of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers and 
supporters committed to the goal of  achieving health care access for all and 
elimination of health disparities. Whether establishing various support systems or 
maintaining and strengthening those already in place, LPCA continually espouses the 
importance of primary health care as the foundation to building and sustaining 
healthier communities. LPCA directs its efforts to assure that community health   
centers remain viable providers of primary health care throughout the state and 
resolute partners in comprehensive health care delivery systems. 
 

The Primary Network is a monthly publication that provides information on a 
variety of topics of interest to community health centers and related organizations.  
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From the Desk of the Executive Director  

      Information.  Where does it all come from?  How much do you need 

to make educated decisions?  With computing capacity doubling every 

18 months, communications every 34 months and storage every 40 

months, where should we focus our energies? A recent study calculated 

that on a per-worker basis (using a 3.18 billion human workforce 

number), data consumption amounts to 12GB daily or around 3TB per 

year.  Thatôs about 24 CD-ROMs (or 12,000 3-1/5 floppy disks for those 

of us who remember the floppy) per worker per day. 

 

This amount of information put before us every day, all day, has or will 

cause many of us to reexamine how to determine relevancy, comprehend 

and appropriately apply.  The economist Herbert Simon said, 

ñInformation consumes the attention of its recipients.  Hence, weéneed 

to allocate that attention efficiently across information sources.ò  In our 

ongoing efforts to serve the stateôs community health centers and their 

stakeholders, the LPCA strives to continue serving as one of those 

information sources.  Through collaboration and sharing data internally 

and externally, the LPCA staff is persistent in collecting and determining 

what is the right information to put on the forefront.  

 

In this spirit of that collaboration and sharing, I encourage you to invest 

your attention in the LPCAôs 28th annual conference at the Hilton Baton 

Rouge Capitol Center taking place September 29-30.  Entitled ñBuilding 

a Medical Home Brick by Brick: Strategies for Centers Transforming Themselves into a Medical Homeò, the 

conference has scheduled as some of its keynote speakers Department of Health and Hospitals Secretary Bruce 

Greenstein,  Baton Rouge Mayor-President Kip Holden and Dr. John Hatch, a pioneer in FQHC development.  

We will also provide numerous educational and health center board governance sessions.  In addition to these 

opportunities, in taking advantage of the facility and timing, we will also be hosting a Managed Care Front 

Office Boot Camp on Saturday, October 1. 

 

So as you continue to be inundated with information from all directions, know that the LPCA is serving as a 

resource to help you better allocate your and your organizationôs attention and efforts. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Jonathan Chapman 

Executive Director 

 

  

Jonathan Chapman  

LPCA Executive Director  
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The Multipractice Clinic: Innovation  

By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 

   A few times in my visits to LAôs 

federally qualified health centers 

(FQHCs) I see a FQHC member 

doing something totally out of the 

ordinary. However, when I do see 

something extraordinary, one word 

comes to mind when I see the 

change, and that word is 

ñinnovationò. Innovation is defined 

as ñto start or do something new or 

creativeò. Innovation is the word 

used to describe the most recent 

initiatives at the Multipractice 

Clinic.   

 

      On June 28, 2011, the 

Multipractice Clinic celebrated a  

partnership with Dr. Gerald 

Berenson in an effort to combat 

obesity and heart disease. Dr. 

Berenson is a world renown clinical 

professor of cardiology and 

pediatric cardiology at the Tulane 

School of Medicine. While serving 

as director of the Tulane Center for 

Cardiovascular Health, Dr. 

Berenson is most noted for the 

Bogalusa Heart Study, which has 

been on-going for over 30 years. 

This long-term study has been 

instrumental in observing 

thousands,  and providing empirical 

data designed to identify modifiable 

risk factors for cardiovascular 

disease and strokes. The partnership 

with Dr. Berenson is a noteworthy 

addition to the aggressive efforts 

already taken by the Multipractice 

Clinic to combat obesity and other 

preventable and directly correlated 

diseases. The Multipractice Clinic 

is the only one of its kind in 

Louisiana with its Transformational 

Arcades. In theory, the children 

play video games 

that require 

physical activity. 

The 

Multipractice 

Clinic does a 

preliminary 

assessment with 

its 

Transformational 

Arcade in an 

effort to monitor 

the progress of 

youth 

participating in 

the program. The 

health center also 

provides 

transportation 

services to bring 

the youth to and 

from the arcades. 

Ms. Sharpless hopes to head off 

future illness and disease by 

creating a culture of children and 

young adults that are conscious of 

the nutrition decisions they make, 

accountable when monitoring their 

levels, and constant in engaging in 

physical activity. Ms. Sharpless 

expressed interest in partnering 

with other community health 

centers throughout the state to 

implement transformational 

arcades in their areas and apart of 

their health centers. Currently, the 

Multipractice Clinic has 

transformational arcades in 

Independence, Tangipahoa, and 

Washington parishes.  

 

   Ms. Sharpless along with having 

a vision center, a health center with 

dental, living quarters for providers 

and transformational arcades is also 

seeking to change the culture of 

eating in Independence, LA with 

the opening of  its Organic 

Inspirations restaurant (See the 

cover photo). The restaurant is 

prominently featured in down 

town Independence, LA. Among 

the specialty Cajun dishes offered 

at the restaurant are dishes made 

from bison meat. Bison is similar 

to ox in appearance but the meat 

has been proven to be nutritionally 

superior to beef. Ms. Sharpless is 

raising bison and hopes to promote 

the health benefits associated with 

bison  and a consciousness of 

choosing healthy alternatives 

which will result in a healthier 

Louisiana.  

Dr. Gerald Berenson and                                   

Linda Sharpless, CEO,                                   

Multipractice Clinic  
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By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 

 

Multipractice Clinic  

Living Quarters for Doctors  

 

Multipractice Clinic  

Living Quarters for Doctors  

Multipractice Clinic Transformation Arcade  

designed to Combat Obesity  

The Multipractice Clinic: Innovation  

The Multipractice Clinic  

Dental Operatory  


