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Established in 1982, the Louisiana Primary Care Association, Inc. is a non-profit

corporation whose purpose is to promote accessible, affordable, quality primary health
are for the uninsured and medically underserved populations in Louisiana. It is a

membership organization of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers and

supporters committed to the goal of achieving health care access for all and
elimination of health disparities. Whether establishing various support systems or

maintaining and strengthening those already in place, LPCA continually espouses the
importance of primary health care as the foundation to building and sustaining

healthier communities. LPCA directs its efforts to assure that community health

centers remain viable providers of primary health care throughout the state and

resolute partners in comprehensive health care delivery systems.

The Primary Network is a monthly publication that provides information on a
variety of topics of interest to community health centers and related organizations.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

Health Reform For America: Louisiana Primary Care Association Goes
To Capitol Hill

By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator

lawmakers did not want to do Landrieu to support the
nyt hing but fs dealthpade RefrraBilent i r e b
‘and start from scratch and such a

H ealth Care Reform has come

to America! On Sunday, March 21
2010, the U.S. House of

Representatives passed H.R. 359 roppsal was unacceptaple by !Beyond the health' care reform X
the Patient Protection and- ' resldent_o_bama. Desplte th_e bil |, L_o uisianads
Affordable Care Act partisan divide, the bill contains  advocated for significant health

over 200 center provisions to be included in

which already passe
in the Senate in
December 20009.
President Obama
signed the bill into
law on Tuesday,
March 23, 2010. In
addition to passing
the Senate version of

the Health Care Reform Bill, the
U.S. House of Representatives alsg

Republican the FY 2011 appropriations bill.
amendments.  Among the first provisions
requested was a $370 million
Concerning  appropriations increase in the FY
the trek to 2011 appropriations bill. Two
Capitol Hill, hundred and fifty million ($250
LPCAOGS million) of the $370 million dollar
' delegation request would be used to stabilize
received a warm reception from the health centers that received
both Democratic and Republican temporary stimulus funding. This
assed the reconciliation package embers of our delegation. Despiterovision affects seven federally
pass P 9 h EoPak .' san, wamuaj ifiedd thenlthcantara (&E@HCS) h e a
whi ch contains mi 0 n 6 o " "
CenterS Have ‘tondis ently recelve In LA. In"addition, twenty million
Senate Bill that recently passed. N
i-partisan support from Congress ($20 m|II|on) of the $370 million
Louisiana Representatives voted tQ ificall | i I
support the Health Care Reform and specifically our delegation. request wi increase Fe(_jera Tort
Bill From a reform perspective, LPCA Claims Act (FTCA) funding for
' and Louisiana Health Center FQHCs. FTCA funding for
advocates advocated for more FQHCs has been the same for the
community health past five years and is

Association (LPCA) with a
: enters in needy not adequate or
delegation of 70+ persons travele . :
areas and consistent with the

to Washington, D.C. to advocate for

The Louisiana Primary Care

Healthcare Reform and the FY expansions in programos gt
e : : coverage in both over the years.
2011 Appropriations Bill. Things :
. ) the private and Lastly, one hundred

have been contentious in . e

) public insurance million of the $370
Washington, D.C. as Democrats - .

market. Thou, million request will

and Republicans have been in a

advocates didnot be used to increase
partisan war over health care reforfh
receive a firm the number of health
and even now some Republican le :
commitment to centers. With the

states threaten to overturn the support Obamads HehthaCare RefonaBill,eand the

health care refor_m bill. While N Reform Bill, as was evident in the possible passage of the FY 2011
times past, President Obama, in an
: March 21st vote, yet support and Appropriations Bill, America is
effort to make good on his promise
: L admiration for health centers seemwell on its way to insuring that all
to mend the partisan divide has
o to be common a manedgrallyundei served nesidénts
hosted a summit with top .
congressional delegation. have access to medical homes, and
Democratic and Republican leadey evertheless, LPCA and insurance coverage
toresolvedlfferencesontheheaItL ouisianabs Health Cent ger S faise
care debate. However, Republican P

the vote of Senator Mary
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