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PH:  (225) 927 -7662  
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Established in 1982, the Louisiana Primary Care Association, Inc. is a non-profit 
corporation whose purpose is to promote accessible, affordable, quality primary health 
are for the uninsured and medically underserved populations in Louisiana. It is a 
membership organization of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers and 
supporters committed to the goal of  achieving health care access for all and 
elimination of health disparities. Whether establishing various support systems or 
maintaining and strengthening those already in place, LPCA continually espouses the 
importance of primary health care as the foundation to building and sustaining 
healthier communities. LPCA directs its efforts to assure that community health   
centers remain viable providers of primary health care throughout the state and 
resolute partners in comprehensive health care delivery systems. 
 

The Primary Network is a monthly publication that provides information on a 
variety of topics of interest to community health centers and related organizations.  

LO UIS I AN A P RIM AR Y C A RE AS S O CI A T IO N,  I N C .  

BATON ROUGE PRIMARY CARE 

COLLABORATIVE, INC.  

CAPITOL CITY FAMILY HEALTH 

CENTER 

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY  

DAVID RAINES COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTER 

EXCELTH, INC.  

HEALTHCARE FOR THE     

HOMELESS   

IBERIA COMPREHENSIVE             

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

INNIS COMMUNITY HEALTH       

CENTER 

JEFFERSON COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CARE CENTERS, INC. 

THE MEDICAL CENTER 

MOREHOUSE  COMMUNITY 

MEDICAL CENTER  

 MULTIPRACTICE CLINIC 

OUTPATIENT MEDICAL CENTER  

PRIMARY CARE PROVIDERS 

FOR A HEALTHY FELICIANA  

RAPIDES PRIMARY HEALTH 

CARE CENTER 

ST. HELENA COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTER 

ST. CHARLES COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTER 

ST. THOMAS COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTER  

SWLA CENTER FOR HEALTH 

SERVICES 

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA       

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE, INC. 

TECHE ACTION CLINIC 

TENSAS COMMUNITY HEALTH  

CENTER 

WINN COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTER  

LPCA ORGANIZATIONAL  

MEMBERS  



HE ALT H CA RE REF OR M  

T H E  P R I M A R Y  N E T W O R K

Health Reform For America: Louisiana Primary Care Association Goes 

To Capitol Hill  
By Donald Hunter, MPA, Membership Services Coordinator 

 

 

 

           

   Health Care Reform has come 

to America! On Sunday, March 21, 

2010, the U.S. House of 

Representatives passed H.R. 3590, 

the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act 

which already passed 

in the Senate in 

December 2009. 

President Obama 

signed the bill into 

law on Tuesday, 

March 23, 2010. In 

addition to passing 

the Senate version of 

the Health Care Reform Bill, the 

U.S. House of Representatives also 

passed the reconciliation package 

which contains minor ñfixesò to the 

Senate Bill that recently passed. No 

Louisiana Representatives voted to 

support the Health Care Reform 

Bill.  

 

     The Louisiana Primary Care 

Association (LPCA) with a 

delegation of 70+ persons traveled 

to Washington, D.C. to advocate for 

Healthcare Reform and the FY 

2011 Appropriations Bill. Things 

have been contentious in 

Washington, D.C. as Democrats 

and Republicans have been in a 

partisan war over health care reform 

and even now some Republican led 

states threaten to overturn the 

health care reform bill. While in 

times past, President Obama, in an 

effort to make good on his promise 

to mend the partisan divide has 

hosted a summit with top 

Democratic and Republican leaders 

to resolve differences on the health 

care debate. However, Republican 

lawmakers did not want to do 

anything but ñscrapò the entire bill 

and start from scratch and such a 

proposal was unacceptable by 

President Obama. Despite the 

partisan divide, the bill contains 

over 200 

Republican 

amendments.  

 

   Concerning 

the trek to 

Capitol Hill, 

LPCAôs 

delegation 

received a warm reception from 

both Democratic and Republican 

members of our delegation. Despite 

the partisan war, Louisianaôs health 

centers have consistently received            

bi-partisan support from Congress 

and specifically our delegation. 

From a reform perspective, LPCA 

and Louisiana Health Center 

advocates advocated for more 

community health 

centers in needy 

areas and 

expansions in 

coverage in both 

the private and 

public insurance 

market. Thou, 

advocates didnôt 

receive a firm 

commitment to 

support Obamaôs Health Care 

Reform Bill, as was evident in the 

March 21st vote, yet support and 

admiration for health centers seem 

to be common among Louisianaôs 

congressional delegation. 

Nevertheless, LPCA and 

Louisianaôs Health Centers praise 

the vote of  Senator Mary 

Landrieu to support the 

Healthcare Reform Bill.  

 

    Beyond the health care reform 

bill, Louisianaôs delegation 

advocated for significant health 

center provisions to be included in 

the FY 2011 appropriations bill. 

Among the first provisions 

requested was a $370 million 

appropriations increase in the FY 

2011 appropriations bill. Two-

hundred and fifty million ($250 

million) of the $370 million dollar 

request would be used to stabilize 

the health centers that received 

temporary stimulus funding. This 

provision affects seven federally 

qualified health centers (FQHCs) 

in LA. In addition, twenty million 

($20 million) of the $370 million 

request will increase Federal Tort 

Claims Act (FTCA) funding for 

FQHCs. FTCA funding for 

FQHCs has been the same for the 

past five years and is 

not adequate or 

consistent with the 

programôs growth 

over the years. 

Lastly, one hundred 

million of the $370 

million request will 

be used to increase 

the number of health 

centers. With the 

Health Care Reform Bill, and the 

possible passage of the FY 2011 

Appropriations Bill, America is 

well on its way to insuring that all 

medically under served residents 

have access to medical homes, and 

insurance coverage.    
  


